Small lymphocytic lymphoma. Morphologic and immunologic progression.
The large cell lymphoma (LCL) that occurs in patients with chronic lymphocytic leukemia (Richter's syndrome) has generally been shown to be of the same light chain type as the original chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL). The authors now report on a patient with diffuse well-differentiated lymphocytic lymphoma (WDL) of the kappa light chain type who in the course of his illness first had the blood picture of CLL and then developed malignant lymphoma of large cell ("histiocytic") type, which expressed lambda light chains. Despite an extensive multiparameter investigation, we could not determine with certainty whether the presence of two morphologically and immunologically different lymphomas represented proliferation of two distinctly separate clones or whether it represented clonal evolution of the disease with an alteration in immunoglobulin light chain associated genes. The results of the study, however, suggest that the development of lymphoma with expression of a different immunoglobulin light chain may not necessarily indicate the occurrence of a second primary. This study also illustrates the necessity for sequential lymph node biopsies to document progression of disease in patients with low-grade lymphoproliferative disorders and indicates that the immunologic phenotype of a B-cell neoplasm in a given patient should not be assumed to remain constant.